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OMAHA, Neb. — Eppley Airfield officials are among those concerned about flying, lit lanterns shouldn't leave in \n HOT Gars
being used as entertainment this holiday weekend. hot cars
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The lanterns are available for sale to light and let go. Comparable to
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D a miniature hot air balloon, the devices rise ¢  float away. While
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scene of... pretty to many, they are bad news for airplanes and pilots.
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Schmitt says the lanterns are presenting a problem that’s getting worse.

"The last two years we've seen this on the airfield,” said Schmitt. “Last year was probably our
worst year."

It's not clear if wind or the lanterns’ popularity are adding to the problem, but airport crews are
spending a lot of time clearing the remnants away.

"Last year on the fourth of July we picked up over 100 of these lanterns on the airfield,” said
Schmitt.
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There are warnings on some of the lantern packages as well as online to not use them with
excessive wind or within five miles of an airport. That distance stretches to 50th and Ames, to

Interstate 80, to lowa Western Community College, and to Crescent, lowa.

Schmitt doesn’t want anyone to stop having fun, but he does hope people think about what could
happen.

"What we do ask the public to consider is the use of the lanterns in the vicinity of the airport and
everything to help us prevent this hazard,” said Schmitt.
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These seem like a Hispanic thing. | don't like seeing a culture criminalized.
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Russ ~ Biff_Maliboo « 2 days ago
@ |agree. They are definitely is a world of their own and are better left to destroy
themselves.
« Reply « Share»

Cold BlackRanger 75th RR 83/90 - = dayago
That's probably not lanterns at all on the runways. It's probably some of the trash and
litter that lines the streets of north omaha. A big gust of wind would have to blow some
of that debris over there.
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oh bs out of all the lanterns lit in this city why is it they find their way to a runway!
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